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SUBJ: REIMBURSABLE TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE: BRIEFING FOR SHAIKH SULTAN 
OF SHARJAH 

1 . TOWARDS END OF THEIR STAY IN UAE, BERGER TEAM HAD MEETING 
WITH SHAIKH SULTAN, RULER OF SHARJAH. ALTHOUGH MOST OF SESSION 
WAS DEVOTED TO RULER'S DESCRIPTION OF SHARJAH'S DEVELOPMENT 
EFFORTS, HE DID AT END EXPRESS CONSIDERABLE INTEREST IN OBTAINING 
FURTHER INFORMATION-PARTICULARLY ANYTHING IN WRITING INCLUDING 
CASE STUDIES OF EARLIER EFFORTS -REGARDING AID CAPABILITIES IN 
FIELD OF TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE. SHAIKH SULTAN STATED THAT HE 
WOULD BE IN UNITED STATES EOR BRIEF VISIT FIRST WEEK IN MAY. 
UNFORTUNATELY HE PLANS TO BE IN WASHINGTON FOR ONLY ONE DAY 
DURING THAT PERIOD, BUT HE STATED HE WOULD WELCOME CHANCE TO 
RECEIVE INFORMATION (IN WRITING, OR CONCEIVABLY A BRIEEING) 

AT THAT TIME. 

2. COMMENT: SHAIKH SULTAN CLEARLY NOT KNOWLEDGEABLE RE AID 
ACTIVITIES AND, GIVEN LIMITED OPPORTUNITY EOR BERGER TEAM TO 
BRIEF HIM, HE IS STILL VERY MUCH IN INFORMATION GATHERING STAGE. 
MOREOVER, HIS DEVELOPMENT ADVISER, BERT PAEF (AMERICAN), HAS 
EXPRESSED SOME SKEPTICISMTO US AS TO HOW AID TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 
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POINTS OUT THAT FOCUS IN SHARJAH IS ON TRYING TO CHANNEL PRIVATE 
SECTOR INTO DEVELOPMENT AREAS FAVORED BY GOVERNMENT-RATHER THAN 
ON DIRECT GOVERNMENT INVOLVEMENTS IN PROJECTS. EINALLY, WHILE 
SHARJAH HAS SOME OIL, IT IS BY NO MEANS IN CLASS WITH ABU DHABI 
OR EVEN DUBAI, AND THERE IS SOME DOUBT THAT SHAIKH SULTAN HAS 
FOCUSED ON EACT THAT ASSISTANCE BEING TALKED ABOUT IS REIM- 
BURSABLE. 

3. SHAIKH SULTAN IS, HOWEVER, BEST EDUCATED, MOST DEVELOPMENT- 
MINDED OE ALL OF UAE'S RULERS. HIS APPROACH TO PLANNING IS FAR 
MORE SYSTEMATIC THAN THAT OF HIS PEERS. MOREOVER THERE HAS BEEN 
CONSIDERABLE SPECULATION THAT, IN THE EEFORT TO STRENGTHEN THE 
FEDERAL STRUCTURE OF UAE, SHAIKH SULTAN MIGHT BE GIVEN KEY ROLE- 
E.G. PRIME MINISTER-IN CENTRAL GOVERNMENT. HE IS IN SHORT 
SOMEONE WHO SHOULD KNOW ABOUT AID AND ITS CURRENT TECHNICAL 
ASSISTANCE CAPABILITIES. HE IS LIKELY TO GRASP QUICKER THAN 

MOST HOW SUCH SERVICES COULD WELL SERVE SHARJAH AND UAE. EVEN 
IF REIMBURSABLE TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE IS NOT IMMEDIATELY 
APPLICABLE TO SHARJAH, PROVIDING SHAIKH SULTAN WITH BETTER GRASP 
OF POSSIBILITIES COULD WELL PAY FUTURE DIVIDENDS. 

4. ACTION REQUESTED: THAT NEA/ARP AND AID (WE BELIEVE THIS 
MIGHT BE SOMETHING BILL KENDRICK SHOULD TAKE HAND IN) CONTACT 
UAE EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON TO GET FURTHER DETAILS OE SHAIKH 
SULTAN'S ITINERARY (RULER SUGGESTED THIS AS POINT OP CONTACT) 

AND DEFER TO BE AS RESPONSIVE AS POSSIBLE TO RULER'S DESIRE 

FOR FURTHER INPO ON AID. IF HIS SCHEDULE PERMITS, BELIEVE 
COMBINATION OF ORAL BRIEFING AND WHATEVER PRINTED HANDOUTS 
MIGHT BE APPROPRIATE WOULD BEST SERVE PURPOSES. IP THS NOT 
FEASISPE THEN EFFORT SHOULD BE MADE PROVIDE SHAIKH SULTAN WITH 
SOLID WRITTEN PACKAGE. 

STERNER 
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